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Festival needs
to be packaged

IAM quoted (23-10-08) as
saying Festival Cairns
had [ailed to atiractl
interstate tourists and
this was due to a lack of
marketing dollars.
While this may be
true to some extent, the
message I was trying to
deliver was more of an
appeal tothe tourism in-
dustry to get behind the
event and what I believe
is needed: to have Festi-
val Cairns packaged.
As an event, Festival
Cairns can be whatever
its stakeholders and the

community want it to
be but unless it is made
accessible to prospec-
tive visitors, it will
never fully realise its
potential.

There is great oppor-
tunity here, I believe,
and publicity on its own
merit can penetrate key
markets to generate
interest and influence
action.

Of course, it depends
how this message is
delivered and the draw-
cards that are promot-
Pip Miller, Edge Hill.

ed. Cairns is a wonder-
ful place. It has a great
climate and wonderful
infrastructure: a na-
ture’s playground.

If Festival Cairns is
another way of attract-
ing more visitors, then
what are we waiting
for?

But first, it needs to
be distribuled properly
through tourism chan-
nels and, perhaps, that
is where il should focus
on increasing its sophis-
tication.

One last point re-
garding Trent’s sms
that Festival Cairns is
lacking youth-oriented
programs, in 2008, this
market was very much
catered to with the time-
OUT Concert, Stomp
the Nard, UniledYouth
Concert, Shakespeare
in the Library, Schools
Cultural, Sneaky Beats
and a whole host of oth-
cr events.

Perhaps, he was una-
ware these were all part
of Festival Cairns.

Festival rocks: The youth of Cairns were well catered for in this year's Festival Cairns with events like the
timeOUT concert (pictured), Stomp the Nard, UnitedYouth Concert and Sneaky Beats to name a few.
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